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From  the  Froceedings,  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  for  July,  1S79. 


Description  of  some  Stone  Carvings,  collected  in  a  tour  tlirougli  tlie  Boah, 

from  Caivnpore  to  Mainpitri. — By  H.  Eitett-Caenac,  c.  s.,  c.  i.  e. 

(With  Plate  Y.) 

The  carvings  and  fragments  of  carvings  suhmitted  to  the  Society  are 
a  portion  of  those  collected  by  me,  during  a  tour  through  the  Doab  from 
Cawnpore  to  Mainpuri,  through  the  well  known  tract,  marked  by  the 
ruins  of  Kanouj,  Sankesar,  &c.  The  carvings  are  sent  to  demonstrate  the 
importance  of  even  fragments  of  ancient  carvings  being  collected  and 
preserved  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  therefrom  some  information  regardino- 
the  habits,  the  circumstances  and  the  state  of  civilisation  of  the  people  by 
whom  they  were  fashioned. 

(I.)  The  red  sandstone  block  is  a  fragment,  and  unfortunately  a  small 
fragment  only,  of  what  must  have  been  a  remarkably  well-executed  figure 
of  a  woman.  The  proportions  are  good,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
drapery  has  been  most  carefully  and  elaborately  sculptured,  the  effect  of 
the  fineness  and  transparency  of  the  texture  of  the  cloth  having  been  success- 
fully rendered.  The  hand  has  been  delicately  chiselled  and  the  whole  work 
has  been  finished  ad  iinguem.  The  jewelled  belt  round  the  waist  must 
have  been  laboriously  copied  in  every  detail,  with  its  beads  and  settings  and 
chains  and  bosses,  from  some  handsome  original.  This  fragment  would 
appear  to  belong  to  the  period  of  Hindu  luxury  and  power,  immediately 
preceding  the  Muhammadan  invasion.  The  fragment,  even  in  its  very  im- 
perfect state,  conveys  some  idea  of  the  beautiful  clothes  and  the  jewellery 
with  which  the  women  of  that  time  were  bedecked,  and  proves  that  the 
Hindu  sculptor  seven  or  eight  hundred  years  ago  was  a  proficient  in  his 
art.  This  fragment  came  out  of  a  Mera  or  mound  at  Kanouj  from  which 
bricks  and  stone  were  being  collected  and  broken  up  for  railway  ballast. 
The  figure  had  obviously  been  smashed  by  Muhammadan  iconoclasts.  Still 
what  remains,  I  am  confident,  the  Society  will  consider  worthy  of  beino- 
preserved,  fragment  though  it  is. 

(II.)  The  second  piece  (Plate  V)  is,  I  think,  still  more  remarkable. 
This  too  is  unfortunately  only  a  fragment,  the  Muhammadan  iconoclasts 
having  effectually  demolished  the  greater  part  of  it.  From  what  remains, 
however,  it  is  to  be  gathered  that  the  carving,  when  complete,  represented  a 
figure  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  two  attendants.  The  boldness  of  the 
group  and  the  depth   of  the  carving  are,   I  think,  remarkable ;  the   figures 


.stand  well  oiit  in  relief,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  even  the  portions  of  the 
dress  &c.  in  the  background  are  carefully  finished.  The  saddle  and  accou- 
trements are  elaborately  rendered  in  every  detail.  There  are,  it  will  be  seen, 
three  saddle-cloths,  the  one  arranged  above  the  other,  partly  for  orna- 
mentation and  partly  to  protect  the  horse's  back.  The  knot  securing  the 
.^saddle  has  been  tied  and  adjusted  with  professional  precision.  The  body 
of  the  horse  represents  an  animal,  in  rather  too  good  condition,  perhaps, 
according  to  our  ideas,  but  with  the  rounded  lines  which  even  the  native 
potentate  of  the  present  day  is  glad  to  secure  for  his  steed  of  state.  The 
action  of  the  horse  is  spirited.  The  rendering  of  the  two  attendants  is,  I 
think,  particularly  meritorious.  The  proportions  of  the  figures  are  excellent. 
They  too  are  finished  ad  unguem.  Unfortunately  both  of  the  heads  have 
been  smashed  off.  But  enough  remains  of  the  leading  figure  to  trace  the 
turn  of  the  head  and  the  arrangement  of  the  hair, 
"  ill  comptum  Lacaenae 
More  comas  religata  nodum'\ 

The  whole  group  seems  to  bear  traces  of  Greek  influence,  and  is 
certainly  of  a  type  quite  different  from  the  Hindu  carvings  of  the 
present  day. 

The  group  was  obtained  by  me  from  a  little  shrine  near  the  village  of 
Makranaggar  close  to  a  Jchei^a  in  which  the  sub-contractors  had  been 
digging  for  railway  ballast,  and  this  group,  we  were  told,  had  been  dug 
out  of  the  khera  during  the  operations. 

(III.)  The  foliage  and  mango  fruit  of  the  fragment  of  what  would 
appear  to  have  been  a  portion  of  a  large-sized  carving,  is  rendered  with  more 
truthfulness  and  care  than  is  generally  met  with  on  native  sculptures  of 
the  present  day. 

It  was  found  under  a  tree  close  to  Gudanpur,  where  ballast  operations 
under  a  native  contractor  had  been  in  full  swing  for  six  weeks,  in  digging  up 
and  breaking  up  for  ballast  a  Jchem  which  is  supposed  to  represent  the 
ruins  of  a  palace  of  the  Raja  Bhoj,  a  favourite  character  in  the  traditions  of  this 
part  of  the  country.  Several  miles  of  sandstone  ballast  have  been  supplied 
by  this  ruin  alone.  When  I  first  visited  the  spot,  about  a  month  ago, 
large  quantities  of  sandstone  rubble  were  being  dug  out  of  the  ruins  . 
this  was  well  adapted  for  ballast,  and  there  was  no  sort  of  objection  to  the 
material  being  so  utilised.  But  I  saw  carvings  and  the  remains  of  carvings 
in  situ.  It  is  true  that  those  I  saw  were  of  no  value.  But  I  found  a 
coolie  in  the  act  of  breaking  up  a  small  carved  figure.  It  was  hardly  worth 
preserving,  perhaps,  but  a  coolie  who  smashed  up  an  indifferently  carved 
figure  would  hardly  discriminate  in  the  case  of  a  valuable  work  of  art 
Unfortunately  no  attempt  had  been   made,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  to 


make  any  plan  of  the  ruin  which  was  being  demolished.  I  was  told  on 
the  spot  that  an  interior  tank,  surrounded  by  a  number  o£  small  chambers 
had  been  come  upon  in  the  course  of  excavation.  The  whole  place  was  in 
the  process  of  being  dug  out,  and  there  will  soon  not  be  a  stone  left.  Some 
pieces  of  carving  had  been  rescued  by  the  villagers  and  placed  under  trees, 
or  on  platforms  close  by,  and  some  of  these  ^vere  obtained  by  me  and  made 
over  to  the  Collector  for  the  proposed  Museum.  The  piece  of  green  stone, 
which  I  believe  to  be  jade,  was  found  here. 

(IV.)  The  large  head  sent  herewith  was  obtained  at  Behar,  near  San- 
kesar.  From  its  proportions  it  must  have  belonged  to  a  colossal  figure.  The 
type  of  face  is  hardly  Hindu  and  approaches  in  character  to  the  carvings 
found  in  the  Punjab,  which  are  held  to  bear  distinct  traces  of  Greek 
influence.  Perhaps  the  figure  to  which  the  head  belongs  might  be  found 
if  Behar  was  systematically  examined. 

The  mounds  at  Behar  would,  I  am  sure,  repay  excavation. 
(V.)  The  little  group  of  a  man,  woman  and  child  standing  under  a  tree, 
was  obtained  by  me  at  Sankesar,  where  it  was  placed  with  other  carvings 
and  fragments  of  carvings  near  one  of  the  chief  shrines.  The  man's  figure 
is  particularly  well  sculptured.  The  woman,  with  her  ornament  &c.,  is 
rendered  somewhat  in  detail.  The  grouping,  the  proportions  and  the 
execution  of  these  figures  is,  I  think  the  Society  will  agree,  very  superior 
to  the  Hindu  art  of  the  present  day.  But  for  the  presence  of  the  child 
the  group  might  be  taken  to  represent  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  garden, 

I  believe  that  if  fragments  such  as  these  now  sent,  were  to  be  careful- 
ly collected  in  all  Districts,  some  information  might  be  obtained  of  the 
customs  and  the  circumstances  of  former  dynasties.  The  different  styles 
of  arranging  the  hair  to  which  Dr.  Rajendralala  Mitra,  c.  i.  E.,  first 
drew  attention  in  his  valuable  work  on  Orissa,  is  in  itself  alone  a  study 
among  the  fragments  I  have  seen  in  Fatehgarh. 


H.  RIVBTT-CARNAC.    Proceedings  As.  Soc.  of  Bengal,  1879. 
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SCULPTURED   GROUP  PROM  KANOUJ. 
Scale— One-fourth  full  size. 


